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Mission Statement
The mission of McGuffey Montessori School is to educate a diverse community, emphasizing well-rounded academics in a
welcoming and sustainable environment while engaging each learner to take risks and accept challenges, to embrace the joy of
learning, exploring, and growing, and to realize his or her creative and intellectual potential.

Our School
McGuffey Montessori School is located in Oxford, Ohio. When the Miami University Laboratory School closed in 1983, a handful of
staff and parents founded the McGuffey Foundation School as a school with progressive values. Since 2011, the school has made
a commitment to Montessori Philosophy as its guiding principle. Now, the McGuffey Montessori School is a privately run school,
educating students in preschool through grade twelve.

We believe in mixed age grouping, interdisciplinary learning, a strong foundation of academic skills, diagnostic and prescriptive
teaching, and differentiated, independent learning. We teach our students to value kindness, to conduct themselves with integrity,
and to work with persistence guided by passion that reveals true effort.

Community
Oxford, Ohio is a picturesque city near the Indiana border, equidistant from Dayton and Cincinnati. Home of Miami University since
its founding in 1803. Miami University is well known for development of the McGuffey Readers by W.H. McGuffey, which began
publication in 1836 and for which our school is named. We have a close relationship with other non-profits and the university. Over
200 education students tour McGuffey annually as part of their Educational Foundations course or methods course.

Affiliations
A state-chartered non-public school, McGuffey is a member of the Ohio Association of Independent Schools (OAIS).
Member of the American Montessori Society.
Member of Cincinnati Montessori Society.

CEEB/School Code 360113

Student Body
Total student enrollment: 71 in preschool through Grade 12 (High School has 6 students)
Student to faculty ratios: Primary 8:1, Lower Elementary 8:1, Upper Unit 10:1, and High School: 2:1

Faculty
Our High School faculty members are selected for their knowledge and expertise in their fields of focus. All of our classroom
teachers hold a Masters or PhD in education or their content area and bring a wide range of experiences to their teaching.

Grading Policy
High school students earn final grades in their courses at the end of each semester. These grades are recorded twice yearly on
progress reports and on the student’s transcript. Each semester grade is an accumulation of the entire semester, not an average
of two quarters. In place of quarterly grades, teachers hold conferences with students to provide formative assessment on their
progress towards mastery. AP courses (McGuffey currently offers only one) and Dual Enrollment courses will earn the added
benefit of a full one point weight down to a 'C-'.
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McGuffey Montessori High School Grading Scale (unweighted scale, no ranking)

A+ 4.0 98-100 B+ 3.33 87-89 C+ 2.33 77-79 D+ 1.33 67-69

A 4.0 93-97 B 3.0 83-86 C 2.0 73-76 D 1.0 63-66

A- 3.67 90-92 B- 2.67 80-82 C- 1.67 70-72 D- .67 60-62

Graduation
McGuffey began its high school program with its first 9th grade student in 2019. May 2023 will be our first high school graduation.
Our graduates are required to have 24 credits, spanning Math (4), Science (4), Humanities (including four years of English and
History) (8), Visual Art (2), World Language (3), Physical Education (½), Health (½), and Finance (½). Graduates are required to
complete a Capstone Project that incorporates research, service, and public presentation during their senior year.

College Credit Plus
MHS students may opt to participate in the College Credit Plus program, which allows students to take classes at area colleges
including Cincinnati State, Sinclair College and Miami University.

Senior Capstone Project
The MHS Capstone experience will be completed over the course of the student’s senior year. Students will select a topic of
interest, and along with an advisor, craft a multi-disciplinary project that includes research, service, and a presentation to our
school community at the end of the school year.

Leadership Academy
Throughout their four years at MHS, students engage in a special workshop course called Leadership Academy. Led by a
Management Professor of Miami University’s Farmer School of Business, students identify their strengths, learn strategies for
building emotional intelligence, clarify their core values and how they influence decision-making. They also learn how to lead a
team, share accountability and collaborate to create a final group product. In addition, students create a résumé, navigate a job
interview, and also engage in career exploration and job shadowing.

Local Engagement
Our high school program has a special focus on local engagement. As students work their way through the years of high school,
they have outings to many different local points of interest to hear from experts about what makes this land, this town, and this
time unique. They learn about the geologic, biologic, and human history of the area. They get their hands dirty growing produce on
school grounds, and they provide service hours to our school community and our town beyond. Montessori educational
philosophy is grounded in the belief that peaceful existence must be cultivated and established through our acts and ways of life.
We believe that service to others is a natural extension of this philosophy and a meaningful way for our students to participate in
cultivating an inclusive, caring society.

Personal College Admissions Support
Students at McGuffey High School receive four years of individualized college admissions support through our partnership with
Estrela Consulting. Our Estrela consultant works closely with students and their families to help them find the “right fit,” both
academically and socially, at colleges and independent schools across the U.S. and abroad.
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